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“The House of God ” 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
Genesis 28:10-19 


STRANGE church altar, with one 
worshiper, 
Aware only after the service closed! 
Jacob lay dreaming where the conies 
were; 
Among the rocks his weary limbs 
r 
But God was there although he knew it 
not; 

The Lord stood by him though he did 
not see, 

And in that wilderness, that lonely spot 

Of exile, wrought His gracious 
ministry. 


place”; 
Some stone, maybe, where I have laid 
my head; 
Some solitary darkness where His grace 
Has found me, weary and dispirited. 


When far from home, from mighty fanes 


of prayer, 
One stone will do, if only God is there. 


we 
“All His Benefits Toward Me” 


Does it ever seem hard to find rea- 
sons for thanksgiving? But surely it 
requires only a few moments’ thought 
to stir up praise to God in our hearts, 
for He has blessed us with a lavish 
Hand. On the words of Psalm 116:12: 
“What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits toward me?” there is 
this beautiful comment in Spurgeon’s 


“Treasury of David,” taken from Basil 
(A.D. 326-379): “What reward shall we 
give unto the Lord, for all the benefits 
He hath bestowed? From the cheerless 
gloom of non-existence He waked us 
into being; He ennobled us with under- 
standing; He taught arts to promote the 
means of life; He commanded the pro- 
lific earth to yield its nurture; He bade 
the animals to own us as their lords. 
For us the rains descend; for us the sun 
sheddeth abroad its ereative beams; the 
mountains rise, the valleys bloom, af- 
fording us grateful habitation and a 
sheltering retreat. For us the rivers 
flow; for us* the fountains murmur; the 
sea opens its bosom to’ admit our com- 
merce; the earth exhausts its stores; 
each new object presents a new enjoy- 


ment; all nature pouring her treasures 
at our feet, through the bounteous grace 
of Him who wills that all be ours.” This 
is quite consistent with Paul’s admoni- 
tion not to “trust in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). And, 
continuing with the thought of the 116th 
Psalm, nothing is more pleasing to God 
than that we should go on with the 
Psalmist and say, “I will take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the name of 
the Lord” (v. 13). This is the brimming 
cup that becomes in the heart of every 
believer “a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life,” and flows unceas- 
ingly, even in this life, to quench the 
soul’s thirst, and to give joy and peace 
and power. 


A God Who iis: th 


twelve-year-old lad named Gahing, 

a victim of famine conditions who 
was being fed at a Christian relief sta- 
tion. His father secured a job that 
promised brighter things, but the job 
didn’t last, and the father jumped into 
the river in despair. Gahing and his 
father had been living in an attic. New 
tenants came in and the orphaned waif 
was put out on the street. He sat on 
the doorstep till a late hour that night. 
Finally, an old woman saw him and 
said: 

“What are you doing here so late, 
little boy? You should be home by this 
time.” 

“I am praying for God to give me a 
home,” replied Gahing. 

“What!” said the old lady. “Are you a 
Christian, too? Come home with me; you 
can sleep in my attic.” . 

Next day, Gahing was back at the 
Christian famine relief station and there 


Free CHINA comes the story of a 








Comfort for Dark Days . 





“The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty; he will save, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; 
he will rest in his love, he will 


jey over thee with singing” (Zeph. 
3:17). 
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he told the missionaries of his experi- 
ence, and added, very solemnly, after 
telling his story of answered prayer, 
“Isn’t God tremendous?” 

Well, that little Chinese waif praying 
for a home and finding one in answer to 
prayer is a modern illustration of that 
individualizing care of God of which 
our Lord assures us. 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing,” He said, “and one of them 
shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Fear ye 
not therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows” (Matt. 10: 29-31). 

In the context we see that our Lord 
was warning and also encouraging the 
Twelve as they were making their first 
attempt at missionary work. He frankly 
tells them such work will imperil them, 
that he sends them forth as sheep in 
the midst of wolves. But he bids them 
speak out boldly. The time will come 
when ‘their foes will seek their lives, 
but he bids them not to fear, assuring 
them they are watched and guided in 
every step by God. 

And this would still hold true even 
if they should lose their lives. “Fear 
not,” He says, “them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul.” 
He takes in the possibility of His 
servants losing their lives in bearing 
witness to Him, but not a sparrow falls 


on the ground “without your Father,” | 
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and they are not to fear, being of more 
value than many sparrows. 


Sparrows could be bought in the 


market on a skewer at two for a cent 
or five for two cents. They were cheap 
enough in man’s estimation, yet God’s 
providence was minute enough to take 
each lowly sparrow within its scope. 
Not one of them shall fall on the ground 
without God’s knowledge and providen- 
tial control. If, then, God’s individualiz- 
ing care extends even to the sparrow, 
much more does it take in each human 
life, and especially is it concerned with 
those who faithfully witness to Christ. 
The very hairs of their heads are all 
numbered. They have nothing to fear. 
- There is an Old Testament example 
of this individualizing care of God in 
the story of Hagar. She was just an 
Egyptian slave girl acquired by Sarah, 
while she and Abraham had dwelt for 
a while in Egypt. Now they had brought 
her back with them to Canaan. Even- 
tually, at the suggestion of Sarah, Hagar 
became the secondary wife of Abraham, 
since Sarah and. Abraham were getting 
old and still went childless. But when 
Hagar became an expectant mother, she 
became insolent in her bearing toward 
her mistress Sarah, and Sarah became 
jealous of Hagar, as well as resentful 
of her insolence, and became very harsh 
toward the girl. 

Finally, things became unbearable for 
Hagar and she determined to run away. 
So one day she stole away out of the 
camp and fled day and night till she 
had put eighty miles between herself 
and her unkind mistress. She was trying 
to get back to Egypt and had reached 
the edge of the desert in the south and 
was resting at an oasis before going on. 
To have ventured on such a journey 
alone, with motherhood before her, 
shows how very bitter her position had 
become in the household of Abraham. 
But who cared? She was just an un- 
known slave girl. If the father of her 
unborn child would not protect her, 
who could be expected to care? 

Ah, but there was One who cared. 
One whom Hagar knew not, but who 
knew her and all her heartache. Listen 
to Genesis 16:7-13: 

“And the angel of the Lord found her 


by a fountain of water in the wilder-~ 


mess ... And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s 
maid, whence camest thou? and whither 
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from 
the face of my mistress Sarai. And the 
angel of the Lord said unte her, Return 
to thy mistress, and submit thyself 
under her hands . . . I will multiply 
thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not 
be numbered for multitude. Behold 
thou art with child, and shalt bear a 
gon, and. shalt: call his name Ishmael; 
because the Lord hath heard thy afflic- 
tion. . . . And she called the name of 
the Lord that spake unto her, Thou 
God seest me” (“Thou art a God who 
seeth,” R.V.). 

_ This experience was a revelation to 
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her soul. God, the God of Heaven, saw 
her, knew her affliction, and had spoken 
for her guidance and her comfort. And 
her heart cries out, “Thou, God, seest 
me,” or, “Thou art a God who seeth”; 
not One too exalted to observe a slave 
girl’s woes but a God who sees the 
wretchedness of the least and the 
lowliest and is moved by it. A God who 
looks upon each one of us moment by 
moment in pity, in love, and in readi- 
ness to help us through all of life. 

;With that assurance she could return, 
back to the camp from which she had 
fled, back to the harsh injustice of 
Sarah’s cruel jealousy, back to her post 
of duty. She could go back to it all 
and go through with it all, because she 
had God beside her, because she knew 
that God knew and God cared. 

It does make a difference to know the 
certainty of God’s individualizing care, 
to be able to sing: 

His eye is on the sparrow, : 
And I know He watches me. 

Think for a moment of the difference 
it makes to be sure that not a sparrow 
falleth, not a famine waif hungereth, 
not a‘slave girl suffereth, but God sees 
and knows and cares. 

For the Twelve it made the difference 
between fearing and failing to go forth 
as Christ’s missionaries, and going 
forth to live dangerously for God be- 
cause they were sure of Him. For 
Gahing, the Chinese boy, it made the 
difference between despairing like his 
father, and committing ‘his need in 
simple faith to his Heavenly Father. 
For Hagar it made the difference he- 
tween running away from a hard and 
trying situation, and patiently enduring 
and bravely continuing because she 
knew God cared. 

And is not this what we all need? 
Faith, strength, courage, patience, and 
fortitude to bear life’s troubles, and to 
do our duty to God, to His Church, to 
society, to our country, and to our 
family when it is hard to do it? 

Let us rejoice that we have a God 


who sees us every one and sees us with - 


a loving concern for our good. The 
smallest details of our lives are not 
beneath His notice and care. We can 
trustfully commit to Him all that per- 
plexes and worries us, casting all our 
care upon Him, sure that He careth for 
us. 

We can commit our absent loved ones 
in the armed forces to this same God 
who sees us each one, restfully leav- 
ing all things to Him, knowing that 
whatever happens to the body, His will 
is best, and we. have the assurance that 
“the Lord. shall preserve thee from 
all evil; he shall preserve thy soul.” 

Thus to rest in God’s individualizing 
eare is to find confidence, or courage, 
or comfort as the circumstances of the 
moment require. It is to know we are 
not left to fight or muddle through 
alone, but that we have a divine Helper 
and Guide. It is to know we-have .God 
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for our Alfy and thus to have courage 
to face whatever life may bring. It is 
to be comforted in the hour of grief 
and trouble with the assurance that 
God knows and loves and cares. 

Yes, as our little Chinese waif said, 
God is “tremendous,” astounding in the 
minuteness and individualizing char- 
acter of His care over every soul. And 
we need not a visit from the Angel 
of the Lord to assure us of it, for the 
Dayspring from on high hath visited 
us. Our Lord Jesus Christ has come 
from the Father to our world of sin and 
woe, has borne our sins in His own 
body on the tree to remove the one 
thing that raises a barrier between men 
and God, ; 

Therefore our faith cries out, “He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him freely give us all things?”— 
all things needful to hold fast, to be 
true, and to serve God in patient con- 
tinuance all our days. 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? and one of them shall not 
fall on the ground without your Father. 
But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. FEAR NOT THERE- 
FORE, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows.” Go forth into life saying in 
your soul, “Thou, God, seest me”; and 
in the assurance that ours is a God who 
sees and knows, who feels and cares, 
who helps and guides, we shall be more 
than conquerors. 


{Recent News from Dr. Pace 


S MANY Times readers know, Dr. 

E. J. Pace, the lesson cartoonist, 
has been ill for nearly two years. Some 
weeks ago, accompanied by Mrs. Pace, 
he went from his home in Orlando, 
Fla., to Columbus, Ohio, for the purpose 
of undergoing special medical treatment. 
Recently he wrote: 

Nineteen months last Monday I was 
stricken. God has faithfully kept His 
promise all these months. I have deflated 
the Devil’s lie that it isn’t safe to trust 
God. Miss ‘Havergal was right when she 
sang: 

They who trust Him fully 
Find Him wholly true. 

I have come up here to Columbus to get 

treatments from my brother-in-law who 

has had great success with stroke cases, 

Although we’ve been here but two weeks, 

there are already indications of improve- 

ment. So I am abounding in hope through 

the power of the Holy Ghost. ; 

It is hoped that members of the Trwes 
family will continue to pray for Dr. 
Pace, that he may be sustained through 
this time of trial, and that God may 
grant him a good measure of restora- 
tion, so that he may be up and about 
again and continue his work. Members 
of the Tres family have graciously 
given of their means to aid Dr. and Mrs, 
Pace in this time of unusual stress, Any 
who wish to do so may write to him now 
at 541 Crestview: Road, Columbus, Ohio, 
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The Beast and the False Prophet 


Satan's threefold counterfeit of the Holy Trinity 


By STEPHEN E. SLOCUM, Ph.D. 


out of the war is that there are 

no atheists in fox holes. The point 
is not that atheists are common else- 
where, but that when men are reduced 
to extremities they become conscious 
of the existence of God. The fact that 
men are in fox holes today is practical 
evidence of the deadly evil in the world 
that seeks to destroy humanity. These 
two facts—an innate consciousness of 
God and the active hostility of evil— 
are the determining factors in human 
affairs. Only divine revelation as given 
in the inspired Word can enlighten man 
as to his relationship to God. But evil 
is vented on man through human 
agencies, and for this reason its course 
may be traced in secular history. In 
the pages of history, therefore, we may 
follow the course of the Adversary down 
through the centuries, and chart the 
devious ways by which he seeks man’s 
destruction. 


History’s Dividing Point 


The one fixed point in history is the 
cross of Christ. The stream of time 
divides at the cross. On one branch, 
events that we label “B.C.” recede 
from the cross into the mists of 
antiquity. But it is noteworthy that on 
the other branch, events that have 
occurred since Calvary are not labeled 
“After Christ,’ which. would merely 
indicate that the cross is a landmark, 
but “Anno Domini” (in the year of 
our Lord), which is man’s involuntary 
tribute to Christ’s sovereignty till He 
comes again. Evidently this focal point 
in history was not fixed by the will of 
man but by the eternal purpose of 
God. 

“In the beginning was the Word,” 
and this was the Word of the cross, for 
“the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us” in order that the incarnate 
Son of God might become “one sacri- 
fice for sins for ever.” Jesus only, of 
all men who have entered the world, 
was born to die. “As it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment: so Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many.” There- 
fore all judgment, present and future, 
is centered in the cross. 

On His way to Calvary, Jesus said 
respecting the victory of the cross, “Now 
is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out.” 
Nineteen centuries have passed since 
Jesus revealed this great truth, yet the 
world has never grasped the fact that 
this world and its prince were both 
judged at Calvary. The final judgment 
of men will not be one of retribution 
for their. deeds in the flesh, but of con- 


O= of the sayings that has come 


Dr. Slocum is by profession a 
consulting engineer, but he is afso a 
keen student of the Bible and 
church history. He has specialized 
in such subjects as marine propul- 
sion and in noise and vibration 
engineering, is an honorary life 
member of the American Society of 
Naval Engineers, and in 1927 was 
awarded a gold medal by the 
Society for original research in 
modern hydrodynamics. He is the 
author of a number of books, among 
which are, “Strength of Materials,” 
“Theory and Practice of Mechanics,” 
“Hydraulics,” and “Noise and Vibra- 
tion Engineering.” Some Times 
readers will remember his two 
articles published three years ago 
(Aug. 9 and 16, 1941) entitled “Over- 
coming the Confusion of Babel.” In 
these he told something of the 
splendid work being done by the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, of which 
his own daughter is a member. 

This present article is the first of 
a quartet presenting careful and 
well documented studies of some of 
the enemies of the true Church of 
Christ down through the ages. The 
first three are by Dr. Slocum. The 
fourth is by Ernest Gordon, and 
gives a more detailed study of “The 
pagan roots of Roman Catholicism,” 
a subject touched upon by Dr. 
Slocum in his articles. 








firmation of the judgment of the cross 
of Calvary. It is begause the prince of 
this world has already been condemned 
and is awaiting execution that we are 
warned: “Woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth and of the sea! for the devil is 
come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:12). 
There is an old adage: Know your 
enemy. Therefore it is a wise precau- 
tion to look into Satan’s dossier on 4file 
in the Scriptures. Jesus defined him as 
the prince of this world, and Isaiah 
and Ezekiel likewise describe him as 
a kingly ruler of men. Ezekiel reveals 
his origin as the highest of God’s created 
host. “Thou art the anointed cherub 
that covereth; and I have set thee so: 
thou wast upon the holy mountain of 
God; ... thou wast perfect in thy ways 
from the day that thou wast created, till 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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iniquity was found in thee.” But pride 
in his beauty caused the downfall of 
this anointed one, as revealed by Paul 
in his letter to Timothy (1 Tim. 3:6); 
and this is clearly seen in Ezekiel 28:17: 
“Thine heart was lifted up because of 
thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy 
wisdom by reason of thy brightness: 
I will cast thee to the ground.” It was 
this shining one in all his beauty that 
dazzled Eve and enticed man to his 
downfall, for the prophet wrote, “Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and 
perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in 
Eden the garden of God” (Ezek. 28:12, 
13). 

Jesus foretold to His disciples the 
judgment of this shining one: “I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven”; 
and thereby confirmed the prophecy of 
Isaiah: “How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
how art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didst weaken the nations; For 
thou hast said in’ thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the con- 
gregation, in the sides of the north. I 
will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High” 
(Isa. 14: 12-14). 


Tracing Satan’s Malevolent Course 


The final portrait of Satan as he walks 
to and fro in the earth today, and goes 
up and down in it, is presented in the 
Revelation of St. John. Herein it is re- 
vealed that in his sacrilegious ambition 
to be like the most High, Satan mocks 
the Holy Trinity with a threefold em- 
bodiment of evil personified in the great 
red dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet (Rev. 13). To identify this 
Adversary under all his names, John 
lists them together: “The great dragon 
. . « that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world” (Rev. 12:9); while the beast 
is Antichrist and the false prophet is 
the counterfeit of the Holy Spirit, of 
which Christ gave warning in his Olivet 
discourse, saying, “There shall arise 
false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect.” Under the 
mask of this unholy trinity, Satan’s 
malevolent course through the world 
may be traced in secular history from 
the day that he was judged at Calvary. 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
more properly titled the Acts of the 
Holy Spirit, records the zeal with which 
the apostolic church spread the good 
news of the empty cross and the empty 
tomb. So rapidly did the Gospel spread 
through the Roman Empire that as early 
as the second century, Justin Martyr 
declared that “there is no single race 
of men among whom prayers are not 
offered in the name of the crucified 
Jesus.” 

(To be continued next week) 








564 (4) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


FIRST and Only Visit to the 
Riverside Church.—The sermon 
was on “taking Jesus seriously.” 

John fell at His feet as dead; Harry 
Emerson Fosdick discusses Him. The 
question arose in my mind whether we 
should take Harry Emerson Fosdick 
seriously. 

Dr. Fosdick does not believe “in 
angels or the resurrection.” Yet perched 
on the ridgepole of his big church is 
a gilded angel with trumpet, similar 
to the one on the near-by cathedral of 
St. John. It’s well to be in fashion even 
at the expense of one’s expressed unbe- 
liefs. 

Dr. Fosdick does not believe in the 
cross as having aught to do with man’s 
redemption. Yet up in the foreground 
of his church is a great, glowing cross 
of gold, the most striking feature in the 
chancel. 

The opening hymn is “All hail the 
power of Jesus’ name, let angels pros- 
trate fall,’ which we sing full-throat- 
edly, and feel no sense of “peril” to our 
souls in “worshiping” the Lord Jesus 
Christ after this fashion. 

Dr. Fosdick dispenses with the Gospel 
story of the virgin birth of Christ, yet 
at the 4 o’clock service the hymn sung 
is “Ave Maris Stella”: 

Bright Mother of our Maker, hailed 

Thou Virgin ever blest, 
The ocean’s star, by which we sailed, 
And gain the port of rest. 
At the Vesper Service another Romish 
anthem is announced, “Ave verum 
Corpum natum de Maria Virgine.” 

I notice in the church appointments, 
“Posture-rhythmic classes”; also “Arts 
and crafts”; also “Forum on religion in 
the Bowling Alley Club room”; also 
“Daytime and evening classes for hobby- 
ists throughout the week”; but none for 
Bible study, where a “Modern use of 
the Bible” could be practiced. Nor is 
any weekly prayer meeting announced, 
in spite of the fact that the minister 
has written attractively about prayer. 

“The Enlightened” of the 18th century, 
whose opinions Dr. Fosdick reflects and 
repeats, had this good point that they 
rejected Gothic architecture as gloomy 
and depressing. Their lovely Georgian 
churches had clear glass which let in 
God’s sunshine. The Riverside church 
stands architecturally for Counter Ref- 
ormation darkness, and the surpliced 
choir in the chancel adds a further un- 
pleasant flavor of medievalism. 


Seuth American Sentiment. — Dr. 
George P. Howard has sounded Catholic 
intellectuals in South America and Mex. 


Encouragements and warnings 
from all the world 


. 


ico regarding their feeling about Prot- 
estant missions. They dissent entirely 
from the American Irish. Dr. Casal Castel, 
Argentine educator and leading Roman 
Catholic writer of Argentina, wrote him: 
“I consider the presence of Protestant 
missionaries and teachers . . . from the 
United States the most effective expres- 


sion of good-neighborliness. It is the 
spiritual’ expression of (North and 
South) American solidarity.” So, too, 


wrote ex-President Allessandri of Chile, 
in a personal letter: “I have no hesi- 
tation at all in declaring that, as a re- 
sult of a continuous and attentive ob- 
servation of the work Protestantism 
realizes in my country, I give it my un- 
stinted applause and recognize that it 
has always contributed to the progress 
of our country and the moral improve- 
ment of our people. Its schools, its 
philanthropy and social service, and its 
propaganda, have always been inspired 
by the highest Christian principles.” 
And much more. 


But the most important fruit of his 
inquiry has been the revelation of the 
resentment which this intolerant attack 
on Protestant missions by the American 
Irish, and the State Department influ- 
enced by them, has awakened. Dr. 
Hugo Artucio, writer and member of 
the Uruguayan House of Deputies, says: 

“Protestant missionaries and teachers 
represent the spiritual America which 
Uruguayans love. The spirit of Cath- 
olic intolerance which is being reflected 
in the foreign policy of the United 
States at present is very disturbing to 
us in Uruguay. We take it as a symp- 
tom of a dangerous leaning toward total- 
itarianism. There is evidently a clerical 
uprising in the world today, and it 
would appear that it is gaining strength 
in the United States.” 

«Manuel Seoane, editor of Chile’s most 
popular magazine, notices that the US. 
Government is discouraging entrance of 
Protestant missionaries and encouraging 
that.of Catholic. “We resent,” he said 
in a signed statement, “that an inquisi- 
torial office established in any foreign 
office should decide whom we are to 
entertain as our guests and who should 
enter our countries.” 

And from the Peruvian publicist, Dr. 
Luis Alberto Sanchez, now lecturing in 
the University of Michigan, comes this: 
“We do not need liberators whose. first 
word to us would be one learned in 
some foreign office. . . . Let religious 
faith come to us without the trappings 
of monopoly. .. . Let no government 
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office pretend to take us under its tute- 
lage even in matters religious.” 


A Home for Ex-Priests.~—A priest who 
leaves Rome is faced with every im- 
aginable difficulty: His family and 
friends .are alienated; employment is 
widely barred to him. (In Italy this 
was made the subject of formal agree- 
ment between.the Vatican and the Ital- 
ian Government.) The priestly lifé has 
made him inapt to new work and new 
situations. ° 

These men need, first of all, a home 
where they can be received, cared for, 
and encouraged during the interim pe- 
riod, where they can make new contacts 
and helpful acquaintances. If the Fed- 
eral Council were worth its salt it would 
long ago have organized such a home, 
and made provision for its maintenance. 

Christ’s Mission, New York, has been 
revived by a group of converted priests. 
They felt to the full the smart of the 
break with Rome. For a period they 
worked at clerical work, then they 
started the Converted Catholic, doing 
the editorial and publication work eve- 
nings, after their day’s toil. Do you 
know how much capital they began 
with? Just $100! 

These men are herges. And not only 
that, they are men of exceptional com- 
petence. They have in a few years 
built up the Converted Catholic sub- 
scription to 7,000 or over. It is the best 
American source book for all matters 
relating to Romanism and its operations. 
They work in the basement of the Union 
Methodist Church, 229 W. 48th St., New 
York 19, N. Y. It is mot creditable that 
they have no ampler quarters. 

They should have a house, primarily 
as a home for ex-priests. These priests 
could be temporarily employed in han- 
dling the publication and as assistants 
in research. Occasionally Christian 
people are obliged to give up their 
homes, because of death or other rea- 
sons, in one or another part of New 
York City. At times they offer them, 
so I learn, to their church boards. 
Would that a gift of this sort might 
fall to Christ’s Mission as a home for 
converted priests! 


The Bible in the Seminaries.—I strayed 
into the General Seminary (Episco- 
palian), New York, of late, and enjoyed 
again the modeling of the chapel doors 
and the lovely stained glass with their 
representation of almost every Biblical 
incident. But the standard of knowl- 
edge the windows set seems hardly to 
have been reached by the student body. 
On the notice board at the seminary 
entrance are these menacing sentences: 

“The attention of those Middlers who 
have failed in English Bible, New Tes- 
tament, is drawn to the fact that there 
will be a re-examination given in Feb- 
ruary. I am instructed by the faculty 
to state that the seriousness of the sit- 
vation and the possibly unhappy results 
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Lesson for August 27 


to those involved cannot be too greatly 
stressed or taken to heart.” 

An article in the Presbyterian speaks 
of the poor showing made generally by 
candidates for the ministry, in English 
Bible, and remarks on how rarely in 
theological seminaries the English Bible 
is made central to undergraduate study. 
As an ideal in the matter, the writer 
recalls the course at the Southern Bap- 
tist Seminary in Louisville. “Under the 
late Dr. A. T. Robertson, who for forty- 
five years was head of the New Testa- 
ment department, we have sat in silence 
while the undergraduate students re- 
cited and while Dr. Robertson lectured. 
It was the usual consensus of opinion 
among the Presbyterian graduate stu- 
dents present that not one of us could 
have stood the examinations given by 
‘Dr. Bob’ in this course, upon the basis 
of our undergraduate work in our own 
seminaries. This English New Testa- 
ment course required more actual hard 
study than perhaps any other single 
course in the seminary. This Bible study 
was the basis for the courses in the- 
ology, and Church history was also re- 
lated to it.” 


The Evangelical Education Society of 
the Episcopal Church, with headquar- 
ters at 130 S. 22nd St., Philadelphia 3, 
assists evangelical Episcopalian students 
to.a ministerial education, and “opposes 
the paganism, magic, superstition, sacer- 
dotal propaganda, political ambitions, 
and activities of the Anglo-Catholic 
minority within this church.” 

Need for such a society? Well, lis- 
ten to this from the Chronicle. The 
organ of this Anglo-Catholic minority, 
The Living Church, says that St. Mar- 
tin of Tours is the patron saint of the 
United States. Why? Because the Pil- 
grim Fathers sailed at the season known 
as St. Martin’s Summer, because Armi- 
stice Day is the church calendar date 
for St. Martin’s day, and because July 


4th is the feast of St. Martin’s ordina- 


tion. 


But there is a conflict in authority. 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy has dedi- 
cated the United States to the Virgin 
under her title of the Immaculate Con- 
ception. How to resolve this conflict? 
The Living Church knows how. 

“It would appear that the Blessed Vir- 
gin had asked St. Martin to be her 
deputy in the active work of being 
America’s patron. A humble and self- 
effacing man, he surely does not mind 
if the Roman Catholics give her the 
credit. But Episcopalians might well 
recognize this additional debt of Amer- 
ica to France—the intercession of one 
of her greatest saints.” 

On the one side Protestants are tricked 
by the insertion of humanist and Uni- 
tarian hymns into their hymnbooks. On 
the other the Protestant Episcopalians 
discover that in their hymnal are many 
“which bring in ideas and implications 
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about the Holy Communion which the 
Church repudiated at the Reformation.” 
So says Mr. David Holt in the Chronicle. 
“It is evident again that a clever little 
group has put across something. ... 
Is it too late to demand an expurgated 
edition?” 


Irish Notes.—Compulsory teaching of 
Irish in the schools, and even teaching 
of other subjects in Irish, are a great 
hardship to Protestants. Irish is made 
a compulsory subject for all entrance 
examinations to the Civil Service, and 
even for certificates of intermediate 
education. It tends to exclude Protes- 
tants from public office, and this is no 
doubt designed. Thus a professor of 
mathematics appointed in an Irish col- 


lege was ninth on the examination list, / 


the eight above him being Protestants. 

Yet the Government of Erie has just 
issued a postage stamp to commemorate 
the discovery of quaternions (a mathe- 
matical term used in calculus) by Sir 
William Rowan Hamilton, an Anglo- 
Irish Protestant brought up in a manse, 
though not actually a minister’s son, a 
person of incredible brain power from 
his youth up. At thirteen he knew as 
many languages as he had years, at 
twenty-two he was professor in astron- 
omy. His researches in optics and dy- 
namics were of utmost importance, and 
his great mathematical discoveries 
placed him in the forefront of the galaxy 
of Anglo-Irish and Scotch-Irish men of 
genius. 

In contrast we may mention the case 
of an Irish Catholic reported by the 
correspondent of the Chronicle. Ar- 
rested for robbing poor boxes in Roman 
Catholic churches, he said in court that 
before’ doing so he had prayed to St. 
Anthony that he might not be found 
out. Prayers to St. Anthony are sup- 
posed by Irish-Catholics to be peculiarly 
efficacious. 

Irish Capuchin monks have published 
an attack on Ulster entitled “The Orange 
Terror,” which charges Protestants of 
North Ireland with all sorts of atrocities. 
Prayers to St. Anthony will hardly pre- 
vent them from being found out. It is 
getting late in the historical day to work 
the old story of Irish sufferings. The 
war has taught Americans as well as 
English many things about Ireland. 


Colportage in Ireland.—He was show- 
ing Scriptures to the daughter of a 
farmer in County Tipperary when sud- 
denly she broke off with: “I must go 
to my father; he is very ill. If you are 
not in a hurry, wait a bit.” Returning, 
after a little, she said, “He would like 
to see you; he is so lonesome, lying 
there for ten months.” 

Slipping a Douay Testament into his 
pocket, he followed her to the sickroom 
where he found an intelligent old man 
whose life-end was in sight. 


“My daughter tells. me you-are éell- 
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ing holy books. Would there be in them 
anything about the future life?” 

“Oh, yes,” said the colporteur, and he 
read to him many portions such as, 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord,” “Absent from the body, .. . 
present with the Lord,” and part of the 
14th chapter of John. 

“But,” said the old man, who had been 
listening intently, “you have not said 
a word about purgatory and all we have 
to suffer there.” 


“No,” was the reply, “because there 
is nothing about it in this Testament.” 

“But is it not our own Douay version; 
and do you tell me it says never a word 
about purgatory?” 

“Not a word,” repeated the colporteur. 

“Well,” said the old man, “if there be 
no purgatory, how are we prepared for 
Heaven?” 

This gave the colporteur his oppor- 
tunity. He told the dying man of the 
complete atonement that our blessed 
Lord had made on the cross, when He 
died for the sins of the world. And 
having purged away all sin through His 
precious blood, no purgatory was needed 
either in this life or the life to come. 
He pointed him to “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world,” 
and, kneeling at his bedside, he prayed 
for him. When he rose from his knees 
the old man said, “You have brought 
me more spiritual enlightenment about 
the things I longed to know than I have 
had in a lifetime.” 


The Bible Institute’ building of the 
Central American Mission for the train- 
ing of Spanish-speaking men and women 
has just been dedicated in Guatemala 
City, Guatemala. It is a _ substantial 
building erected around two patios, at- 
tractive with flowers and shrubbery, 
with a large garden of vegetables and 
fruit trees in the rear—all shut in by 
a protective wall. When complete the 
building will accommodate about 140 
students and a part of the faculty. 

During the last three years 121 
Spanish-speaking students have gradu- 
ated in the three-year course. The 
Central American Mission also has the 
Robinson Bible Institute, on the shores 
of Lake Atitlan, for the training of 
Indian pastors and evangelists. These 
two institutions will provide Christian 
leadership for both races in Central 
America. 


Brief Notes 


An observer in Spain says that when 
Franco is overthrown 90 per cent of the 
Spanish people will leave the Church 
of Rome. (Archbishop Spellman thinks 
that in case of commotion not a priest 
will be left alive.) 


The Church of Scotland has 180 indus- 
trial chaplains at work in new areas of 
war production—an increase of 90 in 
eix months. 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 27. ISRAEL'S FIRST KING 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 9, 10, and 11; printed text, 1 Samuel 9:15-21; 10:25-27, 11:12-15 
Golden Text.—Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the King.—1 Pet. 2:17 


Kore James Version 


1 Sam. 9:15 Now the Lorp had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, saying, 

16 To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of 
the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain 
over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the 
hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, be- 
cause their cry is come unto me. 


17 And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lorp said unto him, Be- 
hold the man Whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign 
over my people. 


18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell 
me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house is, 

19 And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go up 
before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me to day, 
and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is 
in thine heart. 


20 And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set 
not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is 
all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father’s 
house? 

21 And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the 
smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all 


the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest 
thou so to me? 


Chap. 10:25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lorp. 
And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 

26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with 
him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched. 

27 But the children of Belial said, How shall this man save 
us? And they despised him, and brought him no presents. But 
he held his peace. 


Chap. 11:12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that 
said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we may put 
them to death. 

13 And Saul said, There shall not a man be put to death this 
day: for to day the Lorp hath wrought salvation in Israel. 

14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go. to 
Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 

15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made 
Saul king before the Lorp in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed 
sacrifices of peace-offerings before the Lorp; and there Saul and 
all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


August 12, 1944 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Paster of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 

SRAEL, in the beginning of her 
[oration history, was a theocracy. 

God Himself was her King, who re- 
vealed His will through His prophets 
and through the inspired Word as com- 
mitted to Moses and his successors. It 
was when the priesthood had broken 
down, and even the prophetic office 
failed in a measure, that the people 
demanded a king, in order that they 
might be more like the nations sur- 
rounding them. They were out of touch 
with God, and ‘so they wanted an arm 
of flesh on which to lean. In response 
to their insistent plea, God gave them 
Saul, after warning them, through 
Samuel, of what his reign would mean. 
But. nothing could dissuade or turn 
them aside from their determinaticn 
to have a leader who could rule over 
them and command their armies in time 
of war. Saul was their choice as well 
as God’s. In vociferously acclaiming 
him their king, they were only carry- 
ing out what He had decreed, little 
as they realized it. Long years after- 
ward, He declared through Hosea, “I 
gave thee a king in mine anger, and 
took him away in my wrath” (Hos. 
13:11). 

Saul seemed, at first, to be an ideal 
choice, lowly yet brave, determined yet 
subject to the Word of the Lord. But 
he soon ceased to be little in his own 
eyes (1 Sam. 15:17) and became arro- 
gant, disobedient to God, and insanely 
jealous of others (chap. 18:9). For this, 
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God set him aside after repeated warn- 
ings (chap. 16:1), and he ended his 
unhappy reign when he fell in battle 
on mount Gilboa (chap. 31). With him 
perished three of his sons, so that the 
house of Saul lost the kingdom, though 
for seven years afterward Ishbosheth, 
another son, was recognized by ten of 
the tribes as king, while David was 
reigning in Judah (2 Sam. 2:8-10). 


The Historical Setting 

After judging Israel forty years, 
Samuel anointed Saul, the son of Kish, 
to be Israel’s first king. He, too, reigned 
forty years (Acts 13:21). Mystically 
considered, the number 40 speaks of 
testing and probation, so we need not be 
surprised to find one 40-year period fol- 
lowithg another, all the way from Eli’s 
priesthood through the reign of King 
Solomon. Saul reigned from 1095 to 
1055 B.C. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 9:15—“The Lord had told 
Samuel in his ear.” It means much to 
be so close to God that one can hear 
His whisper. Before Saul came to the 
place where Samuel was, the Lord had 
reveaied what was to take place. 

Verse 16.—“To morrow about this time 
I will send thee a man.” Nothing ever 
takes God by surprise. He has the man 
of His choice ready for every emer- 
gency. Since the people were deter- 
mined to have a king, God had selected 
the man already and notified Samuel 
that he might be prepared to receive 
him, and in due time present him to 
Israel. 


Verse 17—“When Samuel saw Saul, 
the Lord said unto him, Behold the 


man ...! this same shall reign over my 
people.” Nothing was left to chance. 
God, who chose Saul, made him known 
to the prophet before ever the son of 
Kish, who was out seeking the lost asses 
of his father, could even so much’ as 
introduce himself or mention the: object 
of his quest. 


Verse 18.—“Saul ... said, Tell me, I 
pray thee, where the seer’s house is.” 
There was no participation in. the 
divine secret on the part of Saul. In 
utter ignorance, both of the plan of God 
for him and of the personality and 
whereabouts of Samuel, he came in- 
quiring how and where he might find 
him. 

Verse 19.—“Samuel .. . said, I am the 
seer...1... will tell thee all that is in 
thine heart.” With perfect frankness, 
Samuel made himself known, invited 
Saul and his servant to join in worship, 
and then to dine with him, promising 
to give him the answers to all his 
questions on the morrow. 

Verse 20.—‘As for thine asses ... 
they are found.” D. L. Moody once said, 
“Saul set out to seek his father’s asses 
and found a nation of them ready to 
make him king.” It was true, though as 
yet Saul knew it not, for he was the 
very man “on whom” was “all the desire 
of Israel.” That is, he was just such a 
man .as they wanted—every inch a 
king, as we would say today, so far as 
his fine appearance was concerned. 

Verse 21.—“Wherefore then speakest 
thou so to me?” Humbly reminding 


Samuel that he belonged to the smallest 
of the tribes numerically and was him- 
self a mere country lad, “the least” in 
his father’s house, Saul questioned why 
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Samuel should address him. as he did. - 


There is no reason to believe this was 
feigned humility. He was evidently. at 
that time a man of a meek and lowly 
spirit. How different would his future 
have been if he had ever remained as 
medest as he was at this time! 


Chap. 10:2&—“Samuel told the people 
the manner of the kingdom.” The inter- 
vening verses tell of the presentation 
of Saul to the people, his acceptance by 
them, following his private anointing by 
Samuel. Though chosen by lot, he was 
the man of God’s selection (Prov. 16:33). 
When found hiding among the stuff (vs. 
22, 23) ‘he was brought forth and wel- 
comed as king with great enthusiasm. 
Samuel then set forth the principles of 
the kingdom, thus imparting to the 
people some sense of their new respon- 
sibility. 


Verse 26—‘“Saul also went home... 
and ... with him a band of men, whose 
hearts God had touched.” With no pre- 
tentiousness, the new king returned to 
his farm-home, but a band of retainers 
went with him—as a kind of body- 
guard. 


Verse 27.—“The children of Belial 
said, How shall this man save us?” 
There were some malcontents who de- 
spised the country lad thus acknowl- 
edged by the rest as king. It was an 
omen of trouble yet to be faced, but 
Saul paid no attention to these rebel- 
lious spirits. He manifested remarkable 
self-possession. 


Chap. 11:12.—“The people said... 
bring the men, that we may put them to 
death.” After Saul had shown energy 
and prowess in delivering the city of 
Jabesh-gilead from an attack by the 
Ammonites (see vs. 1-11) his loyal sub- 
jects became so enthusiastic that they 
demanded the death penalty for the 
“fifth columnists” in Israel, who had 
spoken so derogatorily of their king. 


Verse 13—‘“Saul said ... the Lord 
hath wrought salvation in Israel.” With 
becoming modesty, king Saul mercifully 
refused to take extreme measures 
against the seditious murmurers, ascrib- 
ing the victory, not to himself, but to 
Jehovah. 


Verse 14—“Then said Samuel .. . Let 
us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom 
there.” Gilgal was the place where Israel 
had humbled herself before God in the 
days of Joshua, where the reproach of 
Egypt was rolled away (Josh. 5:1-10). 
It was fitting that representatives of all 
the tribes should repair thither to renew 
their allegiance to God and the king 
He had given them. 


Verse 15.—“Saul and all the men of 
Israel rejoiced greatly.” At Gilgal, Saul 
was confirmed as king, with the plaudits 
and rejoicing of the people. He had 
made a good beginning. If he had gone 
on.as he began, how different his clos- 
ing history might have been! 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 20.—The Prophet in the Life 
SM 6h'sauaeahad 1 Samuel 3:19 to 7:17 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. September 3.—Saul Rejected. 
1 Samuel 13, 15, and 31 
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The Heart of the Lesson 


When Israel drifted into a state of 
insubordination and backsliding, they 
asked for a king in order that they 
might be like the nations round about 
them. This was the very thing God had 
warned against from the beginning. But 
when they asserted their will He com- 
plied with their desire, not because it 
was according to His desire, but because 
of His indignation at their disobedience 
to His will. He gave them Saul that they 
might learn the folly of turning away 
from a theocracy to a human monarchy 
(1 Sam. 8:7-9). In Saul himself we see 
at first a man after the flesh, at his very 
best, but he soon degenerated into a 
proud, selfish person, in whom carnality 
was more evident than any desire to 
glorify God. 


A Lesson Outline 

Tue Cuorce of SAUL 
The ideal king (1 Sam. 9:2) 
God speaks to Samuel (vs. 15-17) 
Saul anointed as king (chap. 10:1) 
The king presented to Israel (v. 24) 
The first victory (chap. 11:11) 
The kingdom renewed (v. 15) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Sons of Belial. The word “Belial” 
means “worthlessness.” It is used as a 
synonym for wickedness, evil, and un- 
godliness, In 2 Corinthians 6:15 this 
name is’ used evidently as representing 
Satan himself. So that we may think of 
the sons of Belial in the Old Testament 
as equivalent to children of the Devil 
(1 John 3:10) in the New Testament. 


Back. to Gilgal. In the early days of 
Joshua, after each new victory, the 
armies of Israel returned to Gilgal, there 
to renew their consecration and to give 
thanks for divine help in time of con- 
flict. The name “Gilgal” means “rolling,” 
and was given because it was there that 
the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. 
There those who were born in’ the 
wilderness were separated to God by 
the covenant sign of circumcision, which 
had been neglected during the years of 
their wanderings. Gilgal, therefore, 
speaks of self-judgmeat—the recogni- 
tion of the unprofitableness of the flesh. 


Applications and Summaries 

When people become insubordinate to 
God, they are quick to want to place 
themselves under human authority of 
some kind. 

God sometimes answers the prayers of 
people in judgment, by giving them 
their desire and using it to chasten them 
afterward. 
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Saul began well, but ended badly, be- 
cause he became vain and self-centered. 
Do we seek to walk humbly before God? 


God separated Israel from the nations 
to be a peculiar people for Himself. It 
was self-will that prompted them to ask 
for a king, that they might be like the 
nations from whom they should have 
walked apart. 


‘When confidence in God is lost, be- 
cause of sin, it is natural to look for help 
in some outstanding leader, supposing 
he can do for us what God refuses to do 
because of our waywardness. 


Samuel felt keenly the apparent lack 
of appreciation of his years of devoted 
service. However, it was not he, but 
God, with whose guidance they were | 
dissatisfied. 

CHICAGO. 

ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HY did God choose Saul for Israel’s 
first king? 


2. Why was a king selected, instead of 
continuing the rule of judges? 


3. What did the desire for a king indicate? 


4. Should God’s people copy the ways of 
the nations? 


5. What characterized Saul at the begin, 
ning? 

6. Wherein was Saul’s failure? 

7. Who were the sons of Belial? 

8. What are some of the n 
quirements for Christian leadership? 


(Answers on page 574) 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 


* By William H. Ridgway 


Starting Right—My family [is] the 
least of all ... the tribe of Benjamin 
(1 Sam. 9:21). We have come to a most 
interesting portion of the world’s his- 
tory. The life and adventure of two 
humble country boys. Boys chosen by 
God through Samuel to play an impor- 
tant part in the history of a people and 
the life of a world. Saul personified his 
people in his career. There was a fine 
promising start, followed by a slowdown 
and a breakup. 

Hosea writes, “When Israel was a 
child, then I loved him” (Hos. 11:1). 
Ditto for Saul. But alas, neither Israel 
nor Saul was able to “hold out.” This 
whole lesson shows Saul to be a fine, 
modest young fellow, feeling his un- 
worthiness as one of the least of the 
Benjamins. 

Some years ago there was in Philadel- 
phia a minister named Waldo Mesaros. 
He was a converted Greek, I think, and 
one of the most eloquent preachers I 
have ever heard. He is the minister who, 
in discussing the Quakers, said, “The 
Quakers would not fight in the Revolu- 
tionary War, but they turned the grind- 
stone for the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians 
to sharpen their battle-axes.” (Meaning, 
raised food for the army.) 








568 (8) * 


But, like Saul, Waldo lost his hold on 
God and went “modernistic.” His church 
turned him out, and he established an 
independent church of his own. Crowds 
came to hear him preach, and his ser- 
mons were Monday morning newspaper 
copy. Like Saul, Waldo’s story did not 
have a happy ending, and Philadelphia 
has forgotten him long ago. 

Mesaros wore his hair long, and 
dressed in the Byronic style. At that 
time Oscar Wilde was in this country 
and attracting much attention in a 
similar get-up. The papers pictured 
Oscar as lunching on a glass of water 
with a lily in it! One day when Waldo 
was in Broad Street Station a “smart 
aleck” came up to him and said, “Hello, 
Oscar, where’s your lily?” “My friend,” 
said Waldo, in his blandest tones, “you 
are mistaken, I am not Oscar Wilde, I 
am Saul the son of Kish. I am looking 
for my father’s jackasses. At last I have 
found one. I knew you as soon as you 
brayed!” 

With all his wit, ability, and privilege, 
Waldo, like Saul, let go of God, and the 
tragedy came. 


‘The Right Kind of “Band.”—There 
went with him a band of men, whose 
hearts God had touched (chap. 10:26). 
In the matter of human economy, when 
a man is elevated to the high place, he 
has to have a “band” to go with him. 
The president has his “eabinet” and 
the king his “council.” The head of the 
eorporation has his “directors.” The 
minister has his “official board.” 

Happy is the “big boss” when he can 
have with him “a band ... whose hearts 
God had touched.” No ruler ever 
started off so promisingly as did Saul. 
He felt his limitations for so important 
a place as the ruler of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 

This writer, when studying this period 
of Israel’s history, always thinks of two 
country boys. Saul, looking after the 
jackasses of father Kish, and David 
looking after the sheep of father Jesse. 

David also had a band with him at his 
start. Headquarters, the cave of Adul- 
lam. We are not told that God had 
touched the hearts of David’s band. In 
Saul’s band weft some men who de- 
veloped great ability. The same with 
David's band. J 

Alas, that Saul should have lost his 
“touch” with God after so favorable a 
beginning, but are not other “Sauls” 
making the same tragic mistake, and 
ending in disaster? 


The Good and Happy Days.—There 
shail not a man be put to death this day 
(chap. 11:13). In Saul’s day, human life 
was as cheap in the world as it has been 
in some places in this modern day. If 
a ruler with power had any “oppo- 
nents” he went out and killed them. 
In fact, the most interesting and ex- 
citing part of the career of Saul is his 
hunting down of that other country boy, 
young Mr. David Jesseson, the harpist! 
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But at this beginning of Saul’s kingly 
career he was tied up closely with God 
through God’s representative, Samuel, 
the prophet. It was only after Saul let 
go of God and no longer obeyed, that 
he began to stumble and finally plunged 
to ruin and death. 

This writer, as well as you, can name 
more than one young fellow who has 
made a splendid start in life, hand in 
hand with .God, like Saul the son of 
Kish, and has let go and come to dis- 
aster. 

If you have access to Riley’s poems, 
read “Grigsby’s Station.” Riley pictures 
a fellow talking, whose father had sold 
a “patent right.” They had been living 
happily at little Grigsby’s Station, trust- 
ing God and loving each other. But the 
wealth and the “going up” in the world 
had changed all that. So the sad 
complainer cries, “Take me back to 
Grigsby’s Station where we used to be 
so happy and so poor.” 

Years ago I used to attend Bible con- 
ferences, and met many fine fellows 
who like myself were deeply interested 
in the things of Christ’s Kingdom. In 
after years when I would meet them and 
say, “How is your Sunday school work 
coming on?” I was likely to get the 
reply, “Oh, I am not in the work any 
more.” Then I knew what likely had 
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happened: It was a case of Saul Kishson 
all over again. Prosperity and advance- 
ment in the social or some other scale 
had loosened the fellow’s hold on God. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Lesiiets giving 0 ik of Te lctnone tee Me 
and explaining conditions er which 
Tlustentions are eeee be had from 


ee eg 
Tables.” ‘Preference is , 


on, the er shortage aers are a FA 
readers 
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four illustrations. 


He Sought to Please Both—Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour the king (1 Pet. 2:17, 
Golden Text). When Captain Hedley 
Vicars was converted, he resolved at 
once to fiy his colors. That next morne 
ing he bought a large Bible and laid it 
openly on his table. “It was going to 
speak for me,” he said, “before I wag 
strong enough to speak for myself.” It 
spoke with effect, and many of his old 
companions made sport of his religion 
or cut him for it. He stood by his guns, 
but not without trembling. “Would that 
I felt as little fear of being called a 
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Christian,” he said; “as I used to feel 
in being enlisted «against Christianity.” 
Yet: trembling was not retreating, and 
he went straight on with his duties alike 
as a Christian and as a soldier. “Enable 
me, Lord Jesus,” he prayed, “to please 
my colonel and yet to please Thee.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


-& Long-Distance Cry.—Their cry is 
come unto me (1 Sam. 9:16). A day-old 
baby boy of Taunton, Mass., has estab- 
lished something of a _ long-distance 
record for infants. The mother placed 
the mouthpiece of the telephone close 
to the tiny baby, so his father could 
hear his voice over 6,000 miles of tele- 
phone wire to faraway Honolulu. The 
father is a medical officer in Hawaii. 
As usual, the baby wouldn’t do what he 
was supposed to. He made a face, but 
not a sound. However, a hospital nurse 
finally ended the stalemate, by tickling 
the youngster’s toes, and he let out a 
lusty transoceanic yell. If man, weak as 
he is, is able to invent a way so that the 
voice of a day-old infant can be heard 
a-fourth way around the world, and it 
could have been all the way around 
had the occasion demanded, why doubt 
God? Our God is everywhere about us 
and hears our every word and knows 
our every thought—From Evangelical 
Messenger. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


“God’s Strange Agents—And as for 
thine asses that. were lost three days 
ago, set not thy mind on them; for they 
are found (1 Sam. 9:20). God uses. 
strange agents. A young Englishman was 
led into the ministry by the barking 
of a dog. The young man, who was well 
educated, had decided on an army 
career. One day he-.received a polite 
note asking him to-call at a certain 
home where an invalid lived. The young 
man owned a dog and its barking at 
night kept the sick woman from sleep- 
ing. Without any scolding ,she asked 
him if the noise at night could not be 
stopped. She was a Christian woman of 
the finest type and she-influenced him 
ta become a preacher. Great doors swing 
on small hinges, and the destiny of 
lives sometimes swings on events which 
are considered trivial. If young Robert- 
son’s dog hadn’t barked, the probabilities 
are that he would not. have. come in 
touch with that godly woman. He would 
have lived and died an obscure army 
officer instead of becoming one of the 
Church of England’s greatest preachers. 
—From the United Presbyterian. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Neb. 


Why God Chose Him—My family 
the least of all the families of the tribe 
of Benjamin? (1 Sam. 9:21.) “I am, by 
birth,” said a converted Hindu; when 
addressing a number of his countrymen, 
“6f an insignificant and contemptible 
caste, so low that if a-Brahman should 
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chance to touch me he must go and 
bathe in the Ganges for the purpose of 
purification; and yet God has been 
pleased to call me, not merely to a 
knowledge of the Gospel, but to the 
high office of teaching it to others.. My 
friends, do you know the reason for 
God’s conduct? It is this: if God had 
selected one of you learned Brahmans, 
and made you the preacher, when you 
were successful in making converts, by- 
standers would have said it was the 
amazing learning of the Brahman and 
his great weight of character that were 
the cause; but now, when anyone is 
convinced by my instrumentality, no 
one thinks of ascribing any praise to 
me, and God, as is His due, has all the 
glory."—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Committed to the Best Manager.—Laid 
it up before the Lord (1 Sam. 10:25). 
Sir Robert Peel was found one day by 
a friend praying over a bundle of 
letters. His friend apologized for dis- 
turbing him in his private devotions. 
“No,” said Peel, “these are my public 
devotions. I was just giving the affairs 
of State into the hands of God, for I 
cannot manage them myself.”—From 
the Sunday School Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Unimportance of Faultfinding.— 
But the children of Belial said, How 
shall this man save us? And they de- 
spised him, and brought him no presents. 
But he held his peace (1 Sam. 10:27). 
You should refuse to attach too much 
importance to criticism. Lincoln de- 
clared that if he read all the criticisms 
directed at him, he would have had time - 
for nothing else, James Whitcomb Riley, 
when criticized by Ambrose Bierce, 
noted for his fierce temper, said, “I hit 
him with a chunk of silence.” I once 
had an experience with an old man who 
did not hesitate at the vilest slander, and 
the poison of his temper is described in 
these lines: 

A viper bit a slanderer in the side, 

The slanderer lived, but ‘the viper died. 

An indignant Bostonian. rushed: into 
the office of Edward Everett Hale, 
excited and angered over some criticism 
that had appeared in a newspaper. Mr. 
Hale said to him, “Now calm yourself, 
not half the people in this city take 
that paper, not half of those who take it 
read it, not half of those who read it 
saw that particular item, not half of 
those who read the statement believed 
it, and not half of those who believed 
it are of any consequence.”—From 
Southern Methodist Layman. Sent by 
Martin M.. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 
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CHRISTIAN YoutH is the Tres paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 


HE locati 
same as fo (the ast" swe! | 
Saul was of the tribe‘of Be 
and his father lived near ‘mount 
Ephraim. Benjamin’s territory was small, 
so mount Ephraim and Shiloh were 
close by each other. 


Quiz 
1, What was Saul’s father’s name? 1 

Samuel 9:1, 2a. 

. What kind of young man was Saul? 

Verse 2b. 

3. What did Saul’s father send him to 
do? Verse 3. 

Was it easy to find them? Verses 
4, 5. 

Who did they go to see, to ask help? 
Verses 6-13. . 

Who came out to meet them? Verse 
14, 

. What did he tell Saul? Verses 17-20. 
. Where did he take him? Verse 22. 

. What did he give him to eat? Verse 
24. 

What did Samuel do to Saul? Verses 
25, 26; chapter 10:1. 

The story of Saul is one of the saddest 
in God’s Word. In this lesson, we have 
his picture as he was when God called 
him,to be king of Israel. We must always 
remember that Israel was rejecting God 
when they asked for a king. They were 
definitely refusing God’s personal leader- 
ship, and were wanting to be like the 
rest of the nations. God warned them 
just what a king would mean, but they 
persisted in asking for a king, so God 
gave them the kind of king they wanted, 
one who would lead them to war, and 
fight their battles, one who would meas- 
ure up with other kings. Saul was 
evidently a young man of much physical 
charm, perfect physique, and good 
morals. As far as Israel could see, he 
had everything to make a good king. 

Samuel met him and told him that 
he was to be king of Israel. It was a 
surprise to him, and he was very humble. 
He could hardly believe that anyone 
from the small tribe of Benjamin, and 
his own small family, could be so 
honored. 

When the Ammonites threatened some 
of the people of Israel, Saul called the 
men of Israel to battle against them, 
and showed himself a great leader and 
warrior. All the people were pleased 
with the king. 

Samuel gave them a talk, and told 
them plainly that they had sinned in 
asking for a king, but that God would 
not cast them off. And if they and their 
king would follow God’s command 
ments, and obey them, God would bless 
them, king and people, but if they did 
not, God would utterly destroy them. 

Samuel said a very beautiful thing, 
“God forbid that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.” 
Samuel must have loved Saul, and how 
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shall have the ending of this king who. . 
began so well. 

Saul always makes me think of a. 
beautiful apple, large, red, shining, to all . 
appearances a perfect apple, but when 
\you cut it open, the core is wormy. . 
There was a little worm of self-will in © 
Saul that ruined his life. 

What about you, and me? Are we liv- 
ing in self-will, or in God’s will? 

Monesto, CAtir. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, ~ 
we thank Thee for the long, wondrously 
guided way over which Thou hast led Thy 
people. Thou hast provided a way for them, 
and leaders for them. It is in Thy providential _ 
plans that Thy people shall show forth Thy 
grace and Thy power. We thank Thee that 
leadership is still honored of Thee. Help us 
to choose wisely those to whom we should 
be loyal. May Thy name be honored by the 
leaders chosen by Thy faithful servants in the 
nations around the earth, We ask it in Jesus’ 
name, Amen, , , 

After the Lesson—This is a lesson 
that helps us to see how very important * 
it is that wise leaders be chosen for 
great tasks. During ‘the first World War - 
when Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton were ° 
in England and in Belgium, Mr. Norton 
realized the need of having Christian ~ 
help from America. He enlisted the 
interest of Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
former Editor of this paper, in the work 
into which he felt sure he had been 
led, as opportunity developed in London 
and Belgium. No one can ever in this 
life measure the widely extended power ~ 
of the Gospel among the soldiers, This 
story was told, with many illustrations, - 
in a book entitled, “A New Invasion of 
Belgium,” written just after the war - 
closed. (Obtainable from the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 7, at 50 cents.) 

In the midst of his ministry in Bel- 
gium, Mr. Norton often quoted a pas- . 
sage from this very lesson, referring to. 
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the fine support that he and his wife 
and their workers had from the Ameri- 
can and British in the continued service 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, — “And 
there went with him a band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched” (1 Sam. 
10:26). All this is history of recent 
years, illustrating how God uses men 
whose hearts are touched by Him. The 
lesson today is of others, many years 
ago, whose hearts were touched, and 
who were led forward under the hand. 
of God, and His prophet, Samuel, into 
the fulfilling of His plans at that time 
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for Israel. We can see in so many ways 
how God does just this for men of His 
choice in these full days in which we 
live. Suppose He chooses you for a 
great work. Are you getting ready for 
it? Will you be obedient to Him or 
follow your own way? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


TALL, good-looking man and a 

servant were traveling, looking for 
some lost donkeys. On the third day the 
donkeys had not been found, and Saul 
(not the Saul who became Paul, but 
one who lived 2,000 years before) re- 
marked to the servant: “We’d better go 
back. Father will be worrying about us 
instead of the donkeys.” But the servant 
suggested that, since they were near 
Samuel’s home, they should ask him 
what to do. Just as they entered the 
town, they met Samuel himself; but not 
knowing him, Saul asked him the way 
to Samuel’s house. Samuel told them 
who he was, and invited them to a 
religious. banquet that he was on the 
way to attend. He told them not to 
worry about the donkeys, for they were 
found. Then he added something that 
must have made Saul wonder: “For 
whom is everyone in Israel looking? 
Isn’t it you?” Saul modestly replied: 
“But I belong to the smallest tribe in 
Israel, and my family is the least im- 
portant of all the families in that tribe. 
What do you mean?” Samuel did not 
explain. 

At the banquet other strange things 
happened. Samuel seated Saul and his 
servant at the head table. The cook 
brought in the best cut of meat and set 
it before Saul. After the banquet Saul 
visited with Samuel at his home, and 
next morning, early, Samuel called Saul 
to get up and go on his way. Samuel 
walked part way with him. “Tell the 
servant to go on ahead of us,” he said; 
“I have something to say to you from 
God.” Then Samuel poured some oil on 
Saul’s head, kissed him, and said, “The 
Lord has anointed you to be captain of 
His people.” That meant that Saul was 
to be king—the first earthly king his 
people had ever had! Samuel also told 
him that the Spirit of the Lord would 
come upon him, and make him a dif- 
ferent man. 


.Do you suppose Saul did some brag- 
ging when he got home? Out of all the 
men in the country, he was chosen for 
the new king! No, he didn’t say a word 
about it when his uncle asked him 
where he had been. Some days later 
. Samuel called all the people together, 
but when the time for crowning the 
king came, Saul couldn’t be found! He 
had hidden away. When he was finally 
brought forth, the people liked him. He 


was tall and handsome, standing head + 
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and shoulders above the crowd. 
save the king!” they cheered. 

Saul led a ‘small army of his own 
people against a much larger enemy 
army, and rescued a city which had 
been attacked. (Tell this story found 
in 1 Samuel 11.) It looked as if Saul 
would make a very fine king. 

Ask the class: What are some of the 


“God 


‘ things you like about Saul? The pupils 


may mention his appearance, persist- 
ence, rmmodesty, courage, treatment of 
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King of the Jews 


“And the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David.”” Luke 1:32. 
The stone cut out without hands 
ill soon come crashing down and 
shiver to pieces the clay, the iron, 
the brass, the silver and the gold. 
Civilization is on the brink of 
collapse. 





“Yet,”” saith'God, “have I set my king upon 
my holy hill of Zion.” Psa. 2:6. 

Only through a restored Israel will 
this world be blessed. The task of 
the hour is to gather out Israel’s 
remnant to complete His body, and 
to prepare the nation for that great 
day when they shall look upon Him 
\}] whom they have pierced. 

To this task we invite your fellow- 
ship inthe Lord. _It’s time tq help 
those “of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came.” ‘Some day you 
will be glad you did! The Chosen 
People is sent to our contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. ¥. 
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those who opposed him. Saul certainly 
made a fine start. How he came out we 
shall learn next Sunday. 
Make a list of things that would make 
a good start for school this fall. The 
Bible readings give some of God’s direc- 
tions for a good start: 
1. From the Books of the Law. How shall I 
treat the newcomers? (Lev. 19:33, 34.) 
2. From Old Testament history. Is it right 
to pray for God’s help in my school 
work? (2 Chron. 1:7-12.) 

3. From the Books of Poetry. How shall I 
work and study? (Eccles. 9:10a.) 

4. From the Prophets. Shall I join in a little 
mischief? (Amos 5:14.) 

5. From the Gospels. What difference does 


it make if I am careless about my 
studies? (Luke 16:10.) 

6. From New Testament history. What shall 
I do if everybody else wants me to do 
something I think is wrong? (Acts 5:29.) 

7. From the Epistles. Do I have to mind the 
teacher? (Heb. 13:17.) 


Bucksport, MAINE. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Am I Maxkrnc THE Ricut Start mn Lire? 


ERHAPS one of the saddest experi- 

ences for a Christian leader is that 
of seeing young folks with whom she 
worked, for whom she had great hopes, 
and offered many prayers, reject the 
things of Christ and end in spiritual 
failure. This must have been the feeling 
of Samuel after he had prayed for Saul, 
and helped this promising young man 
get started in an entirely new adven- 
ture in Israel, the founding of a king- 
dom. 

Saul made a wonderful beginning, one 
that should have taken him not only to 
the highest position among _ Israelites, 
but into close fellowship with the Lord. 
He had great strength, bravery, and 
beauty of stature and appearance. In 
your class are beautiful girls with in- 
teresting talents and hobbies, girls who 
are intelligent and studious, yet who 
win friends and are full of fun. One 
of the greatest desires of the teacher 
and of Christian girls in the class should 
be that other promising ones should 
surrender to Christ, and take part in 
important fruit-bearing service; and one 
of the greatest.matters for praise is the 
eventual yielding of such girls. 

Saul, in his anxiety, went to Samuel, 
the man of God, a wise choice of friend- 
ship for any young person to make. Here 
he was graciously welcomed and en- 
tertained with the choicest of food and 
companionship: God had chosen Saul 
for a new service, and Samuel was de- 
lighted with the choice. To all human 
appearances, here was a young man 
who would not only lead his people to 
victory, but who would glorify God 
among his countrymen. Notice how 
Samuel encouraged Saul, and told him 
of opportunities to witness (1 Sam. 
10: 1-16). z 

Do girls become vain when encourage. 
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ment and opportunity are given them? 
Did Saul become proud of his advance- 
ment? Saul was probably not aware of 
his own attractiveness and ability, and 
the prophecy of his future kingship was 
a startling surprise to him, for even 
when the people were gathered to make 
him their king, Saul felt so modest and 
humble that He did not appear until 
the Lord pointed him out to the neigh- 
bors as the chosen one. 

In order to include the interesting 
features of the story, several girls might 
report on the lesson chapters: Saul, | 
Chosen To Be King (chap. 9); Saul, 
Recognized as King (chap. 10); Saul, 
Victorious King (chap. 11). 

One of the first things Saul did was 
to choose comrades from his own com- 
munity who could meet with him often 
and take the matters of preparation and 
future responsibility to God in prayer.. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith ! 
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‘Lesson for August 97 


Although girls are sometimes reticent 
about suggesting prayer to others, and 
though it may take time and much per- 
sonal communion with God to wear 
away the self-consciousness, yet prayer 
with others, especially those of one’s 
own group, is necessary for the garri- 
soning of souls against defeat. 

Saul did not push himself into prom- 
inence, but was willing to remain in 
obscurity, working as usual until the 
time when his countrymen needed o~— 
help. Best of all, throughout the day 
of preparation for the kingdom, God 
was with Saul. 

Since the kingdom was a new adven- 
ture, and especially since a king was 
the people’s choice rather than part of 
the plan of God, Samuel, God’s repre- 
sentative, prepared a kingdom program 
and laid it before the Lord. Are the 
girls dedicating their adventures to God 
in prayer, and waiting for His guidance 
as they choose new paths? 

In Psalm 72 we find instructions for a 
king. Read this, adapting it to a girl 
who is preparing to become a Christian 
worker: “Give her judgments, O God, 
and thy righteousness unto the daughters 
of the heavenly King. She shall judge 
thy people with righteousness . . . and 
save the children of the’ needy.” Have 
you caught a vision of the vast oppor- 
tunities waiting for God’s young girls? 

Next week we shall be warned by 
part two of this story. 


ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Israel’s first king, Saul, 
the son of Kish, presents the heart- 
breaking picture of a young man start- 
ing out gloriously, occupying the highest 
honor his nation could give him, yet 
ending in dishonor and attempted 
suicide,— most likely a real suicide — 
his headless body suspended upon the 
wall of Beth-shan while his head and 
armor were being paraded in the. streets 
and temples of his enemies. How sharp 
the contrast with that other, Saul, of 
Tarsus, who started out wrong, but 
turned squarely around, fought a glori- 
ous uphill fight, and ended with the 
“crown of righteousness” upon his head. 
King Saul is presented to us in two 
lessons: this week, Saul the tall, strong, 
kingly servant of God; next week, Saul 
the ignominious failure. It is a wrench 
to the imagination to see how one so 
splendid and promising could plummet 
to such an inglorious crash. That is the 
inevitable course of human nature un- 
restrained by surrender to the clear 
promptings of the Spirit of God. 

Young Saul had kingly qualities to 
begin with. He was “a choice young 
man, and a goodly: and there was not 
among the children of Israel a goodlier 
person than he: from his shoulders and 


_upward he was higher than any of the 
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people” (1 Sam. 9:2). Physically splen- 
did. He was modest (1 Sam. 9:21; 10:22). 
He was discreet (1 Sam. 10:16, 27). He 
had a fine spirit within him; it was 
altered and made fine by the Holy Spirit MASE MONEY= tots of ERSON AL IMPS 
(1 Sam. 10:9). When he was made king faxt-elling” BO es rp? ©, A a -¥ in 
that spirit was fired by a righteous in- “BL RIBBON” ASSORTMENT. Exceptional gift 
A wrappings, etchings, Religious Assortments. 
dignation (1 Sam. 11:6), and he showed Samples sent on approval. No experience necessary. 
a high quality of leadership—the kind pe. pe 
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that really leads and succeeds (1 Sam. 
11:7). And adorning all of this was a 
magnanimous spirit. Just look at him in 
1 Samuel 11:13. 

These are indeed kingly qualities, 
which does not mean they are confined 
to royalty wearing earthly crowns. They 
should be yours, too, if you are a Chris- 
tian. Are you not a king? See Revela- 
tion 1:6. Jesus Christ, the King of kings, 
has those qualities. “The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister” (Mark 10:45). “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who ... made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant” (Phil. 2:5-11). 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 567) 


1. He was the kind of king they wanted — 
physically fit, brave, industrious, of striking 
appearance, and a warrior. 


2. The people wanted a king like those of 
other nations (1 Sam. 10:19). 


3. Insubjection to God. 


4. No. God has called His people to walk 
in separation from the world around. 


5. Simplicity, humility, and energy. 
6. Disobedience and rebellion against God. 


7. Worthless, self-seeking men, who did 
not wish to be subject to any authority, 
human or divine. 


8. Energy, bravery, tact, humility, right- 
eous indignation at sin, interest in people, 
fellowship with God. 


“ 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 27 « 
4. “Two Men Went Up... to Pray” 
(Luke 18:9-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


HUS far in our studies of four of 

the Lord’s parables, we have had 
one parable that shows the condition 
of the human heart, another that tells 
what God’s heart is like, and a third 
that deals with Christian service. This 
week we are to think about another 
parable dealing with the human heart. 
The Parable of the Pharisees and the 
Publican is often quoted as an illus- 
tration of the right and wrong kind of 
prayer, and it indeed does provide such 
an illustration. But its central teaching, 
as shown by the words with which it 
is introduced (Luke 9:9), has to dg with 
the question of self-righteousness. 

se ‘ 

In the case of the Parable of the 
Sower, which we studied first in this 
series of four, the human heart was rep- 
resented by four different kinds of soil. 
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M 123 W. Sith Street, New York 19, N. ¥. 
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* Door of Hope, Utica, New York. Address 
Mrs. S. Dockstader, 7 Talcott Road. 


Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Mecca tener ee 









For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
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Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


In this week’s parable, men are divided 
into two groups. Perhaps the Lord 
Jesus could not have chosen two more 
contrasting types to represent the two 
groups. The Pharisee of our Lord’s day 
was, at least outwardly, a respectable, 
law-abiding, and religious man. Ac- 
cording to his own words, and there 
is nothing in the parable to lead us to 
suppose he was lying, he was honest 
in his dealing with his fellow men, he 
was morally clean, he was careful in 
all his religious obligations, and he was 
a tither. Measured by man’s religious 
standards of the time, the Pharisee was 
altogether a very worth-while and 
creditable person. 
b 4 

In sharp contrast, the publican was 
despised by his fellow men and looked 
down upon as on one of the lower 
levels of society. It was even consid- 
ered disgraceful to number a publican 
among one’s friends or acquaintances, 
Although Jews by birth, the publicans 
of Christ’s time had accepted from the 
hated Roman Government the office of 
tax collector. For their services they 
were permitted to charge the people 
more than the actual amount of the tax, 
and many of them misused this priv- 
ilege to rob the public of all they could 
gouge out of them. Hence, as a rule, 
the publicans were not even morally 
sensitive or honest. 

ye 

Nevertheless, in this parable, the 
Pharisee, with all his good qualities, is 
shown to be wrong, and the publican, 
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with all his bad qualities, is commended 


and_ shown to be right. It is important | 


that we see clearly that the thing on 
which the Lord Jesus placed His finger 
in the lives of these two men was their 
heart attitude toward God. The Phari- 
see came with a self-satisfied assurance 
that he was all right, trusting in his 
own righteousness and clean moral liv- 
ing. ‘The publican came to God con- 
fessing that he was wrong and a sin- 
ner, and throwing himself upon God’s 
mercy. By so doing, he recognized that 
God could and would forgive and cleanse 
and restore. Hence the Lord Jesus 
could say of the publican, he went away 
“justified,” or, in other words, forgiven 
and cleansed “just-as-if-I’d” never sin- 
ned. 

ve 

What is the lesson for us in this twen- 
tieth century? Certainly it is not that 
clean moral living is unnecessary or 
displeasing to God, or that public wor- 
ship and active church membership and 
a zeal for careful observance of Chris- 
tian principles and clean living are to 
be. condemned, while God holds out 
commendation and forgiveness for the 
one who shows no regard for Christian 
things and who indulges in sinful prac- 
tices. Most of us need a deeper devo- 
tion and a more fervent zeal for con- 
sistent Christian conduct and practice. 
The great lesson for us is that Chris- 
tian profession and church attendance 
and giving to Christian causes are not 
enough, and that these things do not 
constitute the basis upon which God 
forgives and cleanses and justifies. His 
Word teaches us that “there is none 
righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). It 
tells us that “all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6), when we 
compare them to God’s perfect stand- 
ard, as seen in and exemplified by the 
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Lord Jesus. Therefore while God ex- 
pects clean living and true Christian 
profession from those who know and 
love the Lord Jesus, His forgiveness of 
sin is based om just one ground, that 
of repentance and faith in Christ. Until 
we come to God acknowledging that 
there is nothing in us that is worthy of 
forgiveness, and admitting our own 
shortcoming and sin, and throwing our- 
selves upon His mercy, God cannot for- 
give us and cleanse us and justify us. 
\ ve 

We should see also that, today, self- 
righteousness is not confined to profess- 
ing Christians. Have you ever heard a 
non-Christian say that his creed was 
the Golden Rule and that he believed, 
if he followed the Golden Rule the best 
he could, God would somehow make it 
all right in the future life? Such an atti- 
tude is just as much one of self-right- 
eousness as was that of the Pharisee, 
for it places God’s acceptance of an in- 
dividual on the ground of good works 
or moral living. One reason that many 
do not accept the Lord Jesus today is 
that they do not admit any serious sin 
or wrongdoing. They think they are 
all right, just as did the Pharisee, con- 
sequently God cannot forgive their sin 
or their unwillingness to trust in His 
Son. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the , International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 21 to 27 
Mon.—Deuteronomy 17:14-17. 
Jehovah’s Choice of a King. 
PRAYER SvugcEsTions: “One from 
among thy brethren shalt thou set king 
over thee.” God’s king over Israel must 
be a Jew. When those who asked for 
Christ’s death said, “We have no king 
but Caesar,” they not only rejected 
God’s Son, but they rejected God’s 
chosen king. But, as Joseph, rejected 
by his brethren later ruled over them; 
so Christ shall yet be king over the 
whole house of Israel. That day of 
repentance will usher in the world’s 
greatest day of gladness. Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem. 
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Tues.—1 Samuel 9:15-21. The King Revealed. 

Prayer Succestions: “I will send thee 
aman, ... and thou shalt anoint him 
to be captain over my people Israel.” 
Israel’s choice of an earthly king was 
not God’s choice. He gave them a king 
in His anger, and took him away in 
His wrath. It never pays to get’our own 


ea 


way,/about anything when God’s will is 
the only thing that should be’considered. 
It pays to await God’s time. His way is 
the best way for individuals, families, 
and nations. Israel is stifl learning this 
bitter lesson. Many lords have ruled 
over her without blessing; but one day 
God’s King will be revealed. Pray for 
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Friends of Israel, 
Erieside, Ohio. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 10:17-24, The King Chosen, 
Prayer SvuacesTions: “God save’ the 
king.” This shout came from all Israel 
when the prophet Samuel presented to 
them their chosen king. The bigness and 
beauty of Saul pleased the people im- 
mensely; but it takes more than size 
and looks to give a nation a good gov- 
ernment. It takes character, born of the 
fear of God, and marked by obédience 
to His Word. Some rulers are sent 
more to discipline their people than to 
bless them. Pray for the Bible Presby- 
terian Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 
Thurs.—1 Samuel 10:25-27. 
The King’s Men of Valor. 
Prayer Suacestions: “A band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched.” God 
always has men ready for His work 
whenever He calls forth the leaders of 
His people. He “buries” His workmen, 
but carries on His work. Our business 
is' to pray “the Lord of the harvest” 
to send forth suitable leaders and 
helpers. Valiant men and strong are 
needed in these times. Pray for Mont- 
rose Bible Conference, Montrose, Pa. 
Fri.—1 Samuel 11:12-15. 
The King’s Coronation. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “They made 
Saul king before the Lord.” The place 
and manner of a coronation are impor- 
tant. There is quite a difference between 
a “beer hall” and an evangelical church. 
It matters whether a ruler has divine 
favor or not. It matters whether he 
looks Godward or earthward. If a na- 
tion honors God it will be. honored of 
God. Pray for the New England Kes- 
wick, Monterey, Mass. 
Sat.—Psalm 119:1-8, Learning Jehovah’s Law. 
Prayer. Succestions: “I will praise 
thee with uprightness* of heart, when I 
shall have learned thy righteous judg- 
ments.” We learn Jehovah’s law from 
His holy Word. Let us not forget that 
that only is Christian education which 
inculcates the words of Holy Scripture. 
It is not what we say about the Scrip- 
ture, but learning what it says that cen- 
stitutes Christian education. His testi- 
monies make wise the simple. There 
will be no uprightness of heart without 
the acceptance of God’s Word. Pray for 
Camp Pinnacle, R.F.D., Voorheesville, 
N. Y. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 9:22-27. 
The Secret of Strength. 
. Prayer Succestions: “I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjew 
tion: lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway.” Watch your 
body, the medium God has to use, if 
ever you become a spiritual blessing 
to others. He never gives His strength 
to a man who lives in fleshly indul- 
gence. His strength is made perfect 
in those who are temperate in all 
things. Pray for a spiritual vevtags 
among. Gad’s people. : 
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